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Palm Beach County Remains Near Top of Conviction Rates, Latest State Data Show

The latest statistics from the Office of the State Courts Administrator show that the
Palm Beach County State Attorney’s Office ranks 3™ out of the state’s 20 Judicial Circuits
for felony and county court conviction rates.

The data for the 2020-21 fiscal year shows the office improved to the 3™ position, up
from 4%, in county court. The office continues to rank 3™ in felony court, while the
conviction rate improved to 94.5%. This statistic includes guilty pleas and jury trial
verdicts.

“These conviction rates are a credit to the professionalism and skill of our prosecutors,”
said State Attorney Dave Aronberg. “It starts with careful scrutiny by experienced
attorneys in our case intake division, which ensures that we only prosecute cases when
there is a good-faith basis to obtain convictions. This keeps our focus on cases that serve
the interests of justice and community safety.”

The result is the office’s highest felony conviction rate in more than 10 years. For the
fiscal year before the State Attorney’s first term began in 2013, the conviction rate
ranking was next to last in the state.



“I am extremely proud of our amazing prosecutors and support staff, who worked hard
to achieve these results during the challenging times of the pandemic,” Aronberg said.
“We have struck the right balance between criminal justice reform and public safety.”

Charts incorporating the state data are provided.
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COUNTY COURT DIVISION

Jury Trial and Guilty Disposition Rates by Circuit
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FY 2020-21

Circuit
Sixteenth (Key West)
Fourteenth (Panama City)
Fifteenth (West Palm Beach)
Sixth (Clearwater)
Fourth (Jacksonville)
Fifth (Tavares)
Twelfth (Sarasota)
Seventh (Daytona Beach)
First (Pensacola)
Tenth (Bartow)
Nineteenth (Ft. Pierce)
Twentieth (Ft. Myers)
Ninth (Orlando)

Third (Lake City)
Second (Tallahassee)
Eighth (Gainesville)
Seventeenth (Ft. Lauderdale)
Eighteenth (Sanford)
Thirteenth (Tampa)

Eleventh (Miami-Dade)

Guilty Disposition Rate
98.6%
97.6%
88.8%
86.1%
85.2%
84.9%
84.6%
78.4%
75.8%
74.5%
72.9%
72.4%
70.7%
70.3%
68.1%
67.2%
64.5%
59.3%
51.9%

49.0%

SOURCE: OSCA Statistical Reference Guide (FY2020-21)
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FELONY DIVISION

OSCA Circuit Criminal

Jury Trial and Guilty Disposition Rates by Circuit

Ranking

FY 2020-21

Circuit

Guilty Disposition Rate
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Sixteenth (Key West)

Sixth (Clearwater)

Fifteenth (West Palm Beach)

Twelfth (Sarasota)
Seventh (Daytona Beach)
Fourth (Jacksonville)
Eighteenth (Sanford)
Fourteenth (Panama City)
Eighth (Gainesville)
Nineteenth (Ft. Pierce)
Fifth (Tavares)
Eleventh (Miami-Dade)
Tenth (Bartow)
Twentieth (Ft. Myers)
Thirteenth (Tampa)
Third (Lake City)
Second (Tallahassee)
First (Pensacola)

Ninth (Orlando)

Seventeenth (Ft. Lauderdale)

98.2%
94.6%
94.5%
91.8%
91.4%
91.2%
90.1%
89.7%
89.1%
88.4%
87.0%
86.8%
84.6%
84.1%
83.2%
80.1%
79.9%
78.0%
71.4%

69.0%

SOURCE: OSCA Statistical Reference Guide (FY2020-21)
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